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College students from 
across California worked on 
a plan Sunday to sign letters 
to administration after their 
three-day occupation of the 
administration building in 
Sacramento Hall at Sacra- 
mento State. 

Students came together 
after the April 13 “Day of 
Class Action Walkout,” when 
an estimated 1,000 or more 
students, faculty and staff 
walked out of their classes 
and joined a rally and march 


~ 
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to Sacramento Hall to protest 
demanding quality higher 
education. 

Students dove into their 
organizing efforts on Satur- 
day by discussing ideas and 
breaking out into organizing 
committees to coordinate 
more actions for the upcom- 
ing week. Police forced them 
out of Sacramento Hall early 
Saturday morning after they 
occupied the building for 
three consecutive days. 

In a meeting room at 
Eureka Hall - painted with 
murals of historical figures 


such as Cesar Chavez, Martin 
Luther King Jr, Malcolm X, 
Frida Kahlo and Mohandas 
Karamchand Ghandi - stu- 
dent organizers shared ideas 
about what demonstration 
would be the most effective. 

Student organizer Amanda 
Mooers, senior sociology ma- 
jor, led the beginning of the 
meeting with students. 

“We are going to ask people 
to sign letters to President 
(Alexander) Gonzalez that 
they support the students 


organizing and in response to 


the adfninistration’s actions, 


which were unnecessarily 
aggressive, Mooers said. “We 
have real power and the influ- 
ence to yield after this.” 

In a recent press release, 
California Faculty Asso- 


see Protest | page A6é 


Due to The State Hornet’s 
print deadline of noon on 
Tuesday, coverage of the 
candlelight protest held on 
Tuesday can be found at 
www.statehormet.com. 
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Student protesters occupy the lobby of Sacramento Hall 


on Thursday night. 
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Freshman communications major John Burke (left), freshman criminal justice major Patrick Hanesworth (middle) and freshman engineering major 


Stephen Perry (right) ride tricycles outside Jenkins Hall during Wild n’ Crazy Res Hall on Thursday. See full story on A2. 
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By Tim SANDOVAL 
tsandoval@statehornet.com 


Sacramento State's University 


Transportation and Parking 
Services has asked Associ- 

ated Students Inc. to pay off 
additional costs related to the 
school’s contract with Sacra- 
mento Regional Transit, which 
provides fee-less transportation 
to Sac State students. 

The university has asked that 
ASI pay almost $12,000 in costs 
related to the contract. 

Each Sac State student re- 
ceives colored sleeves for their 
student IDs, which allows them 
to ride for free on all buses 
and light rail run by RT. Before 
2009, ASI, along with fees 
collected from parking passes, 
paid for the RT contract. 

But in April 2009, a ballot 
measure passed to implement 
a student-fee to pay for the 
contract. Students now pay a 
transit fee each semester to re- 


asks ASI to help pay for transit costs 


ceive their sleeves, which was at 
$12.50 a semester this year, an 
increase from $7.50 last year. In 
2011-12, the fee will increase to 
$17.50. 

But with declining enroll- 
ment, the fee has not been 
enough to cover the costs of the 
contract. | 

Last year, ASI agreed to pay 
$71,228 to pay off the RT con- 
tract, because the $7.50-per- 
student fee did not cover the 
full costs. 

This year, with a reduction 
of more than. 2,000 students 
from last year, the $738,230 
transit fee was not covered by 
the $673,958 in student fee 
revenue that was brought in by 
the transit fee. 

But ASI is not acting as 
quickly to pay off the extra 
costs. 

ASI Executive Vice President 
Rylan Gervase said he believes 
it is the university’s responsibil- 
ity to pay for the contract. 


“The university did sign the 
contract with RT,’ Gervase 
said. “If the original way they 
chose to pay for it was insuf- 
ficient, then they are going 
to have to find funding from 


somewhere else.” 


But Gervase said if it comes 
down to students having to pay 
higher student fees in order to 
cover the costs of the contract, 
ASI should pay the off the con- 
tract with reserve funds. 

“Ideally, the university 
should be paying for this,” 
Gervase said. “But as an ASI 
Board member, I’m committed 
to make sure that students do 
not'see any fee increases.” _ 

Kim Nava, Sac State spokes- 
woman, said student fee 
increases are not an option to 
pay off the contract, even if ASI 
does not pay off the extra costs. 


Instead, she said the contract: 


would be paid off with faculty 
and staff transit sleeve purchas- 
es, and money brought in from 
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parking citations. 

Nava also said ASI has 
known it would have to pay off 
the RT contract for three years. 

The cost of the contract has 
steadily risen over the years. 
Next year, the payment to RT 
will reach more than $1 mil- 
lion. With transit fee revenue 
estimated at $946,155, the 
university wants ASI to pay 
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$52,872 to pay off the contract. 

Gervase said the univer- 
sity asking for this amount of 
money was too much. 

“They have had a year to 
figure out how they were going 
to pay for it,” Gervase said. 
“Increasing student fees and 
then asking for more money is 


see Finance| page A6é 


for life 


By BRETT JOHNSON 
bjohnson@statehornet.com 


Kirollos Gendi was 9 years 
old when he was diagnosed with 
Ewing’s Sarcoma, a rare form of 
cancer that typically originates 
froma malignant tumor that 
forms inside of the bone. 

“Because of my young naivete, 
I really didn't understand what 
having cancer meant at the 
time,” Gendi said. “I remember 
spending New Year's Eve in 
intensive care because my-blood 


count was so low, but even then 


the concept of death never really 
occurred to me.” 

After a year of intense chemo- 
therapy treatment and an opera- 
tion to remove the cancerous 
portion of his tibia bone, Gendi 
overcame the cancer. Now a 
20-year-old pre-med student 
at UC Davis, one of Gendis 
pursuits in life has been to alert 
people to the threat of cancer. 

“Everyone knows that cancer 
is a disease that discriminates 
against no race, gender or creed,’ 
Gendi said. “Few realize it can 
affect individuals from any age 
group, as well.” 

One of the mediums through 
which that message can be 
spread is the national Relay For 
Life, an annual volunteer-run 
fundraising event that com- 
memorates cancer survivors at 
more that 5,000 sites across the 
country. Of those locations, 385 
are within California — primar- 
ily held at high schools and 
colleges. 

Through the organization of 
Sacramento State's chapter of 
Colleges Against Cancer, Sacra- 
mento State held its first Relay 
For Life Saturday and Sunday. 
Gendi delivered a speech during 
the opening ceremony of Sac 
State’s Relay For Life, sharing 
his cancer survivor story and 
congratulating students of the 
college for hosting the event. 

“The relay is such a great way 
to raise awareness of something 
that has had an impact on the 
lives of so many people,’ Gendi 


’ said. “I'm overjoyed that Sac 


State is starting its own Relay For 


Life, and I’m even more happy to 


be a part of it’ 


see Benefit | page A6 
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ASI and Sac State residents 
play “Wild *n Crazy’ games 


By BRETT JOHNSON 
bjohnson@statehornet.com 


Associated Student Inc. 
hosted “Wild ’n Crazy Res” 
for its second year to create an 
entertaining environment for 
students to engage in the Sacra- 
mento State community. 

ASI, Sac State's student gov- 
ernment, is a nonprofit organi- 
zation and is designed to serve 
and promote students to get 
involved in events like “Wild ‘n 
Crazy Res” on campus, said ju- 
nior film major Mercedes Tyler, 
a coordinator of the event. 

Tyler said “Wild ’n Crazy 
Res” is designed to help foster 
relationships between the 
- students who live on campus. 
She said because living costs on 
campus can be expensive for 
students, planning an event for 
students that is “pure fun” and 
free will hopefully get students 
out of their resident halls to 
have good time. 

“This year, ASI took away the 
competitive nature of the event 
and instead focused on group 
activities,’ Tyler said. “I think 
this year was a better turnout, 
more students came out to have 
a good time and enjoy the free 
pizza and prizes.’ 

Event coordinator Crystal 
Canonigo, senior recreation, 
parks and tourism administra- 
tion major, said ASI collaborat- 
ed more with resident assistants 
this year to expose ASI to the 
residence halls and to promote 
ASI and its mission of serving 
students. | 

“Part of students tuition fees 
go toward ASI, so I think stu- 
dents should know what ASI is 
all about.’ Canonigo said. “ASI 
wants to use their resources to 
host events like “Wild ‘n Crazy 
Res’ for students to have a sense 
of community and at the same 
time engage with on-campus 
events.” 

Building a community is part 
of ASI’s goal, said ASI member 
Liz Redford, junior psychology 
major. 
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“Making a social environ- 
ment for students to come 


out and meet each other, is 
important and shows that ASI 
really cares about students at 
Sac State,” Redford said. 
Costas Johnson, freshman 
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Nico_e LUNDGREN State Hornet 
Sara Hahar waits for the. 
perfect moment to run the 
opposite way, making her 
opponent fly backwards. 


marketing major, said he 
had a great time at the event 
and liked that everyone was 
interacting together without 
stressing about classes. 

“I definitely think this event | 
is a good thing for freshmen, 
like me,’ Johnson said. “Tt gets 
everyone out here and gets 
everyone active. It definitely 


helps people get involved with 
the community.” 

As students engaged in the 
activities ASI provided during 
the event, the Motocross and 
Ski and Snowboard club joined 
the scene by providing activi- 
ties, free shirts and information 
about their club on campus. 

Ski and Snowboard club 
member Meghan Bone, fresh- 
man psychology major, reached 
out to students about joining 
the Ski and Snowboard club 
to engage with other students 
while having a good time, 
meeting new people and riding 
the slopes in the winter. 

“It's great to see everyone out 
here together and get out of 
their building and interact with 
new people they have never 
met before, but I also think this 
event is a great opportunity for 
the Ski and Snowboard Club to 
promote an active community, 
Bone said. | 

Club member Jordan Clegg, 
sophomore business major, said 
ASI should host more events 
like “Wild ‘n Crazy Res”. for 
students to interact with clubs 
on campus and see what they 
are about while having a great 
time as well. 

“I think this event is awe- 
some, Clegg said. “I think 
there should be events like this 
more often to get students in- 
volved with the Sac State com- 
munity as well as get outdoors 
doing stuff” 


Corrections 


In last weeks article, “The “Wiz: modernizes classic tale,’ 
the show took place in the University Theatre. Dorothy and 
her aunt and uncle live in California. The correct spelling 
for the names were Glinda and Wiz. The Wiz imitated El- 
vis.000000 In the photo caption on A1, the cast was singing, 

; “Soon as I Get Home.” 


The State Hornet apologizes for these errors. Please 
contact Katrina Tupper, print managing editor, 
for corrections at (916) 278-7300 or 
ktupper@statehornet.com. 





PROGRAM of LOANS for 
EDUCATION for 
NURSING FACULTY 


Awards up to $25,000 


The California Student Aid Commission (CSAC) is offering 
a loan repayment to encourage outstanding students to 
complete their graduate degree and serve as faculty in a 
nursing program at an accredited California college or 
university. CSAC may assume up to $25,000 of outstanding 
educational loan balances. 


(SNAPLE NF) 


Deadline: May 27, 2011 
WWW.CSAaC.Ca.g0V 
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programs in California. 


For more info and an application, 
please visit our website at: 
www.healthprofessions.ca.gov 


or call 


(800) 773-1669 







_ The Health Professions Education Foundation offers two programs. 
6 ¢ Scholarships up to $13,000 
} to STUDENTS ina 
BSN program 


¢ Loan Repayments up to. 
$19,000 to GRADUATES of a 
BSN program. 
HEALTH PROFESSIONS 


EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
Giving Golden Opportunities 
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ASI uses 


By MALLORY FITES 
mfites@statehornet.com 


Sacramento State candidates 
running for Associated Stu- 
dents Inc. student government 
positions reached out to the 
campus on April 12 through 
participation at the Election 
2011 Candidate Forums for the 
yearly election. 


Sac State students will be vot- 


ing on issues and what students 
want to see done differently on 
campus. They will also be able 
to vote online. 

Polling stations will be locat- 
ed thoughout campus including 
outside the University Union 
and Library Quad breezeway. 

Candidates will have more 
polling computer stations in 
hopes of generating a better 
turnout for the election. This 
way students will have access to 
the website to vote. All voting is 
done from April 26 to 27 on the 
ASI website, www.asi.csus.edu. 

Patricia Worley, executive 
director of ASI, said having 
polling stations around campus 
heightens student voting aware- 
ness. 

“If you're not participating 
and selecting who it is and 
what their voicing, you miss 
the boat for student representa- 
tion, Worley said. 

Most recently, the April 13 
student, faculty and staff dem- 
onstration prompted ASI can- 
didates to lend their support for 
the demonstrations put on by 
Students for a Quality Educa- 
tion and the California Faculty 
Association organizers. 

ASI presidential candidate 
Laura Gonzalez, senior interna- 
tional relations major, said she 
gave her support by speaking 
at the rally on March 13 be- 
cause she felt that this is not a 
partisan issue nor an economic 
issue, but everyones issue. 

“It's been hard to get students 
to speak and participate,” 
Gonzalez said. “It's nice to see 
students who never thought 


resort-style aT CL 


candidate forums after lack of voting last year 


they would be sitting in a 
building over night. It was 
very nice to see the cog (in the 
machine) was full and that was 
the moment of enlightenment 
for me.” 

When she went to the sit- 
in, ASI academic affairs vice 
presidential candidate Monica 
Cortez, junior government and 
businéss major,.said she was 
moved by the different reac- 
tions of students. 

“I think by having these pro- 
tests and rallies it makes people 
more aware of the difference 
students can make,’ Cortez 
said. 

Fourteen officer positions 
on the ASI Board are being 
filled via student vote, and six 
positions are filled by ap- 
pointments. They all serve on 
multiple committees. 

ASI spokesman Dwayne 
Carter said the committees on 
which ASI officers serve make 
crucial decisions that affect 
students on campus. 

For instance, last semester 
the ASI Board voiced its con- 
cerns of safety and the impor- 
tance of response to sexual” 
assaults. 

The board members are also 
responsible for the ASI budget, 
which board members review 
and approve. 

“Students do have a seat at 
the table and that’s where the 
feedback becomes important 
from students and taking posi- 
tions in the board meetings,” 
Carter said. 

Candidates in the running 
for president are Gonzalez, Avi 
Brotslaw and Sarah-Couch. 
There are president and vice 
president positions in academic 
affairs and university affairs, 
along with executive vice 
president and vice president of 
finance. 

The largest category of 
student government positions 
is for those running for direc- 
tor in their major’s college, 
including the colleges of Arts 


pe 


and Letters, Health and Human 
Services, Natural Science and 
Mathematics, Social Sciences 
and Interdisciplinary Studies, 
Engineering and Computer Sci- 
ence and Business. 
Candidates identify with 
three slate names including © 
Ruckus, Inspire and L.E.A.D. 
The issues expressed by 


He suggests doing this by 
incorporating each aspect of 
the college into a fundraiser 
event where the theater and 


‘dance departménts would put 


on a theater program to raise 


money. 


The art department would be 
able to sell its work as part of 
the fundraiser. The letters side 
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Associated Student Inc. student government candidates 
have their profile boards visible in the Library Quad. 


candidates were their concerns, 
ranging from getting students 
involved with clubs on campus 
to increasing awareness about 
what their college offers to 
students. 

Communication studies 
major Kyle Tanaka, candidate 
for director of the College of 
Arts and Letters on the Inspire 
ticket, said one of his issues 
was to connect freshmen to 
the campus through clubs and 
organizations so it is not just a 
“glorified commuter campus.” 

Communication studies 
major John Judge is running 
for director of the College of 
Arts and Letters on the L.E.A.D 
ticket. He said he wants to 
increase funding for the college 
by bringing the College of Arts 
and Letters together so they 
can work with one another as 
a whole. 


G 


of the college would promote 
the event through public 
relations to get the students 
involved and to attend. 

ASI kicked off its election 
cycle on April 5 and is now 
giving its last push to get voters 
out. The student government is 
using both small and large A- 
frames, along with advertising 
on LCD screens in the Univer- 
sity Union and the Well, and 
with a Facebook campaign. 

All the candidates want more 
students out voting to increase 
the voter turnout, Cortez said. 

Each candidate has a focus of 
how and what he or she wants 
done at Sac State; they have 
been’branching out to voters by 
speaking at forums and leaflet- 
ing in the Quad. 

“We're trying fliers and T- 
shirts for more visibility. Our 
main priority is talking one-on- 


UNIVERSITY 
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one to students in the Library 
Quad making sure people know 
who we are — not just a picture 
on Facebook,’ Cortez said. 

Within the last year, ASI 
created an elections officer who 
is in charge of the planning, or- 
ganizing and implementing of 
elections. Patricia Mata, senior 
sociology major, is this year’s 
election officer. 

Mata works with three other 
members of the election plan- 
ning group. In 2009 she ran for 
director of social sciences and 
interdisciplinary studies. 

Mata said ASI gave her confi- 
dence to break out of her shell, 
network with others and work 
collectively on student issues. 

“Dont be afraid to speak 
your mind,’ Mata said. “With- 
out the students ASI wouldn't 
be here. Officers should fight 
for what they believe in while 
respecting others.’ 

Mata’s position was cre- 
ated by the ASI Board to put 
a student planner in place to 
increase student participation 
with running and voting in 
elections. 

Candidates are focusing on 
outreaching to local Greek, 
academic and religious orga- 
nizations on campus because 
those groups have the highest 
voter turnout in the last two 
years. 

In spring 2010, the number 
of eligible voters was 25,026; 


only 2,356 of them voted. 


Another aspect of ASI elec- 
tions is the club ballot. Students 
can vote on their Sac State club 
of choice, which will give $2 to 
that organization. . 

“The club ballot gives clubs 
power to go out and spread 
the word to vote. It’s a delicate 
balance because we don't want 
to overwhelm students,’ Carter 
said. 

Too much advertising may 
saturate the campus and turn 
student voters away because of 
the excess information, Carter , 
said. EE 
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After the election, students 
will come together to figure out 
how to make improvements at 
Sac State. 

The newly elected officers go 
on a retreat, which will most 
likely be at the Jesuit Retreat 
Center of the Sierras, where 
they will create a strategy for 
what is important and what 
they want to accomplish within 


the next year. 


“There is a constant discus- 
sion about issues that are facing 
Sac State students and ASI is 
constantly taking positions and 
advocating on them,’ Carter 
said. 

Junior history major Nora 
Walker said she wants the 
president of ASI to be some- 
one who has the students’ best 
interests at heart. 

“Students should feel com- 
fortable holding their president 
accountable and what students 
say will get done,’ Gonzalez 
said. 


See The State Hornet's 
endorsements 
on A5 
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FOR RENT 
River Park Studios — 
Located at 5478 Carlson 
_ Drive. 3 
Very nice apartments. 
Walk to CSUS or to Para- 
dise Beach on the river. 
Full Kitchen/ Bath- 300 
deposit. 
Call Mgr Teresa at - 
916-600-6699 
Email bill@ 
billvogelrealty.com 
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Music professor admired for 
Lifetime Achievement Award 


By MatT HARRINGTON 
mharrington@statehornet.com 


Sacramento State professor 
Robert Halseth was recently 
awarded the Dave Goedecke 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
by the California Band Direc- 
tors Association during the 
associations recent convention 
held in February. 

Halseth has been a profes- 
sor in the music department 
since 1993. Since that time he 
has conducted the Symphonic 
Wind Ensemble and Concert 
Band. Aside from conduct- 
ing, Halseth also teaches the 
master’s conducting course for 
graduate students. 

Andy Collinsworth, last year’s 
vice president of the California 
Band Directors Association, 
said the association felt Halseth 
met its requirements for the 
lifetime achievement award. 

“Robert was nominated and 
selected for the award by the 
CBDA Board of Directors for 
his long and distinguished 
career as a band director and 
a leader in music education in 
California,’ Collinsworth said. 
“His service to the profession 


has been exemplary, and he has 


been, and continues to be, a 
role model for many of us.” 

During his 40-year career, 
Halseth was chosen three 
times by the California Band 
Directors Association to lead 
its all-star honor bands in 1991, 
1998 and 2008. He has has also 
had the honor of conducting in 
Carnegie Hall and the Mondavi 
Center. 

Department chair Ernie Hills 
said Halseth is an exceptional 
leader to learn from. 

“He is an extraordinary 
teacher. He is also a masterly 
conductor,’ Hills said. “Wav- 
ing the conductor's baton looks 
simple, but there is an artistry 
that Bob brings to the podium. 
It is inspirational to the stu- 
dents and gets a level of perfor- 
mance from them that others 
might not otherwise get.” 


In his 18 years at Sac State, 
Halseth has been a “guiding 
light” to those he has come in 
contact with, Hills said. 

“I believe that great profes- 
sors find ways to impart what 
they have learned on to the 
next generation. And I feel that 
he has done that by mentoring 
the graduate students in his 
conduction course,’ Hills said. 

Halseth has been teaching 
the art of music for 40 years: 
His career has taken him 
from an elementary teacher in 
Oceanside, Calif., to the halls 
of Capistrano Hall at Sac State. 
Since 1981, Halseth has been at 
the college level, with stops at 
Carroll College in Waukesha, 
Wis., and the University of the 
Pacific in Stockton. 

Christina Sleigh, graduate 
conducting student, said Hals- 
eth has taught her important 
methods for teaching music. 

“He has taught me not only 
on technique, but how to work 
with people. As a conductor 
you spend a lot of time working 
with the instruments and the 
people behind them,’ Sleigh 
said. “And in order for the 
ensemble to come together, it 
has to be in a creative and safe 
environment.’ 

Sleigh said Halseth has been 
teaching for so long that he has 
the ability to improvise when 
needed. 

“He has such a wealth of 
knowledge from everything 
that he has done that he has 
quiver of arrows on his back,” 
Sleigh said. “If one idea does 
not work, he can draw from 
his quiver until he finds the 
right combination for what he 
needs.” 

When she graduates with her 
master's degree in conducting 
this spring, Sleigh feels she will 
be ready for anything. 

“His overall philosophy to 
teaching and conducting is 
what I feel he has given to me,’ 
Sleigh said. “I now have my 
own quiver to draw from so 
that I am able to get the desired 


results when conducting a 
group. 

Becky Reiley, freshman flute 
performance major, believes 
Halseth knows how to get the 
best from her and her class- 
mates. 

“He has the ability to convey 
how we should play the music 





Racuer Day State Hornet 
Robert Halseth conducts 
the Symphonic Wind 


Ensemble April 13 in the 
Music Recital Hall. 


in front of us. If you listen to 
what he is saying right at that 
moment in the piece, it may 
sound really bizarre, but it will 
really help with how we express 
ourselves through the music,” 


Reiley said. 


With possible retirement 
looming, Halseth said he will 
not be done with music after he 
leaves campus. 

“I play in a community band 
right now, so I do not know 
what I would do without music. 
It is like a person who played 
golf and now coaches it, you 
want to just be on the course,” 
Halseth said. “I will be 70 on 
my next birthday and my time 
working in front of students 
here at the school might come 
to an end in the next five years. 
But I enjoy very much being a 
conductor of music and mak- 
ing a contribution to the music 
world.’ 


Sac State faculty prepares 
for summer youth program 


By SEAN KEISTER 
skeister@statehornet.com 


The Sacramento State faculty 
is gearing up for kids in the 
Sacramento region to start 
another summer semester of 
the Academic Talent Search 
program. 

The talent search has show- 
cased an array of courses for 
sixth through ninth graders, 
and was expanded in 2009 by 
adding programs for fourth and 
fifth graders. 

This summer's courses in- 
clude a wide variety of subjects 
like acting, cartooning, physics, 
forensic science, cooking, pho- 
tography and more. 

The founder of the program, 
Terry Thomas, still holds his 
position as the executive direc- 
tor of the Academic Talent 
Search. 

He said when he founded the 
talent search program in 1982 
there was an obvious need for 
a special program to meet the 
needs of kids in the area. 

“Lots of students, who are 
very bright, have little oppor- 
tunity to develop in regular 
school settings,’ Thomas said. 
“So the academic talent search 
then gives the brightest stu- 
dents an opportunity to really 
develop their areas of strength.” 

When Academic Talent 
Search started, there were 100 
students and three classes. 
Now, there are approximately 
120 courses (40 for fourth 
and fifth graders, 80 for sixth 
through ninth graders), and 
more than 2,000 students who 
attend every summer, looking 
to prepare themselves for col- 
lege life. 

“Some of our students are 
recruited from the finest Ivy 
league universities throughout 
the country, Thomas said. “So 
we have a chance to help them 
along the way, and that’s what 
(the Academic Talent Search is) 
all about.” 

Chris Taylor, who has been 
a physics and astronomy 


professor at Sac State for eight 
years, is going into his fourth 
year teaching astrobiology for 
the talent search program. He 
is a strong supporter of the 
program and how it helps local 
kids to begin thinking about 
their future careers. 

“It gets kids to see what col- 
lege is like, but I also think it's 
good for (Sac State) because it 
brings a whole bunch of kids 
who are local to the area, and 
lets them see we do cool things 
here so they don't automatically 
think, “Well I'm going to go toa 
UC,” Taylor said. 

To attend, students must 
take a college ability test to see 
if they are able to handle the 
program. The test was taken 
by more than 6,000 students in 
Sacramento between January 
and March of this year. 

Many of those involved in the 
program say one of the most 
exciting aspects of the program 
for kids is just experiencing the 
atmosphere of college life. 

“That is a very important part 
program, they aren't just lined 
up and moved around like they 
would be at a typical elementa- 
ry school,’ Thomas said. “They 
enjoy the (University) Union 
for example, and that's good for 
the university too because they 
are bringing their lunch money 
there.” 

Current and former Sac State 
students can be found in the 
talent search classrooms dur- 
ing summer where they earn 
a minimum wage as teaching 
assistants. 

Academic Talent Search is 
a self-supported program on 
campus, receiving no state, 
federal or university funding. 
The classes cost anywhere from 
$114 to $399 depending on the 
length of the course and finan- 
cial aid is available for those 
who qualify. 

Thomas said Academic Talent 
Search is really appealing to 
parents who want their gifted 
kids to go somewhere fun 
where they can also be chal- 


lenged. 

Michelle Felten, theater and 
dance professor, has taught 
in the talent search program 
for four years; this year, she is 
teaching acting for the camera. 
She said she is impressed by the 
intellect of her students. | 

“The idea is teachers are 
not necessarily supposed to 
bring (the material) down to a 
younger level,” Felten said. “T 
mean obviously I’m going to 
give them scenes from movies 
that are age appropriate, but as 
far as the way I instruct them 
and the way I try to help them 
through things — I try to really 
approach it that way.’ 

The kids in the Academic Tal- 
ent Search are experiencing the 
same level of course difficulty 
that Sac State students face. 

While many instructors are 
professors who teach at Sac 
State the rest of the year, others 
might just be professionals 
from the area, like a local at- 
torney who teaches kids about 
solving crimes. 

Academic Talent Search is 
a program that brings a big 
change from the teachers’ usual 
routine throughout the year, 
and Felten said the professors 
really respond to that shift. 

“I was thinking about taking 
a summer off, but I thought, 
you know I just really enjoy the 
class. And it's worthwhile to 
me. It's a change from what I 
normally do, so I’m happy to be 
a part of it? Felten said. 

Even after nearly 30 years, 
Thomas continues to be excited 
for the program to start up 
again every summer. 

“When you see a student 
whos totally engaged in what 
they're doing in class, and 
there's a whole classroom full of 
students just like that who are 
really intent, and the teachers 
afterwards come back and tell 
me things like, “Gee, these stu- 
dents do a better job than my 
regular college students at the 
same kind of material’ That is 
pretty rewarding, Thomas said. 
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SARAH COUCH 


Couch is being endorsed by 
the Hornet because’ she is 
the only candidate with ex- 
perience on the,ASI execu- 
tive board and has a realis- 
tic, practical plan. She was 
influential in creating the 
ASI A-Team and saving the 
Hornet Express Gold Line. 





BLAKE MENEZES eee et wie JAMES BEAULIEU 


Having filled in for the cur- 
rent executive vice president 
during ASI meetings; Mene- 


zes already has the necessary 


experience. His plan was 
detailed‘and thorough, and 
appears to benefit students 


_ and the'campus as a whole. 
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AVI BROTSLAW 


Passionate and enthusiastic, 
Brotslaw wants to supply more 
money to clubs at the beginning 
of the semester and make the 
campus a more fun place. 
However, he lacks experience, 
and does not have a plan that is 
as well thought out or practical 
as Couchs. 


A close second, Karajeh had an 
interesting plan for bettering the 
student experience on campus 
in a radically different yet most 
likely effective way. He does not, 
however, have the experience 
that Menezes has. 


PYelaaaelt: DANIELLE PARSONS 


While Roses ideas were good, 
he had no personal goals — only 


those of his slate. He does, 


however, have experience, and is 
aware of what is already happen- 


ing financially on campus. 


Parsons had goals and... 
previous experience in 
the position ata Commu- 
nity college. Shé has a well 
thought-out plan to make 
the student experience on 
campus better. 
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. Beaulieu has good experience 
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Gonzalez, like Brotslaw, shows 
promise, and has the experi- 
ence to her name. Her ideas 
were practical, and there is a 
plan of action in place, but it 
is not quite detailed enough. 
She would do a fine job if 
elected, but her plan is simply 
not as thorough as Couch’. 


as a leader, but his plan, which 
would improve clubs and make 
campus more fun, was not 
detailed well enough. 


The incumbent, Piloyan has 
ideas that are realistic and make 
sense, and is continuing with 
what he is already doing, while 
moving forward; Reviewing 
some majors’ requirements to 
graduate, along with his other 
goals, piqued the Hornet’s inter- 


LAURA GONZALEZ 


Aprit 20, 


WEDNESDAY 





# ASI ELECTION 2011 < 


AIDA SELMIC 








Selmic has prior leadership 
experience. While her plan 
was not entirely. thorough, 
she sounded as though she 
had a good grip on what she 


would be doing. 


Redford has the experience 
needed for the job, having 
worked with ASI in the past as 
part of the A-Team-and in the 
Multi-Cultural Center. Her ideas 
of making ASI more accessible 
to the students were solid. 





Cortez has a great amount of 
experience and an excellent 
game plan of meeting students at 
orientation. Her plans are realis- 
tic and look to improve retention 
and graduation rates. 

Trumped only by the fact 
Piloyan is the incumbent and 
thus has more experience in the 
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Jones has the experience 
with leadership positions, 
but her plan for improving 
the college experience was, 
while interesting, rather 


vague. 


SARKIS PILOYAN MONICA CORTEZ JACOB LOPEZ 


While Lopez’ idea of giving 
seed money to clubs was 
interesting, his lack of expe- 
rience hampers him. 

He also had no personal 
goals, seeking only to 
achieve that of his slate. 


est and are still within reach. 


actual position. 





VE me elii KYLE TANAKA JOHN JUDGE | ILEANA che ta JULIE SAETEURN 


Carr did not participate in 
the interviewing process. 


CALEB FOUNTAIN 


Fountain had good ideas for 
strengthening his college, inspir- 


_ ing the departments through 


competition. He also has experi- 
ence working with students as an 
orientation leader and mentor. - 





VANCE JARRARD 


As the incumbent, Jarrard has 

a head start on strengthening 
the joint council in the college, 
already working with SSIS Dean 
Charles Gossett. His ideas for a 
college fair'and expanding the 
Odyssey mentoring system were 
also thorough. He has the most 
experience of the candidates. 








LUSINE MURADYAN 


Muradyans ideas were 
excellent, but herproposed | 
execution ~ relying mostly 
on using social networking 
to reach ‘out to undeclared 
student§ = could be detri- 
mental. 


Read the news story on 
the ASI elections on A3 


While Tanaka has the experi- 
ence in leadership positions that 
is necessary, he did not have as 
thorough a plan as Judge's. 

He does, however, stand for the, 
same ideas that Judge had. 





Teves’ ideas are, overall, good. 
Some, such as funding materi- 
als for the majors, may not be 
feasible. His ideas for giving his 
departments a place to study and 
have fun are beneficial. 


While Cordero’s ideas for con- 
tinuing the creation of a joint 
council and making the major 
departments in the college more 
even with the minor depart- 
ments were interesting and 
thoughtful, Cordero lacks politi- 
cal leadership experience. 


NICHOLAS R. MEYER 


While Meyer's ways of 
reaching students aré more 
encompassing than his oppo- 
nent'’s, his general plans were _ 


not thorough or detailed. 


Judge had an incredibly specific 
plan to improve the College of 
Arts and Letters, including an 
info night for all departments. 
He has theifiecessary experience 


_ in school politics. 





JONATHAN DUNHAM 


Dunham did not participate 
in the interviewing process. 


Bighams ideas for unifying the 
campus and extending the 
Odyssey mentoring program 
were reasonable, but his plan 
to do so was not thorough or 


detailed. 


¥ 
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There are no candidates 
running for this position. 


Grates’ wealth of experience and 
ideas on how to strengthen clubs 
in the business major leads the 
Hornet to be confident in her as 
director. 


JACOB KREGER 
Kreger did not participate 
in the interviewing process. 


GEORGE CORDERO UL OL ta edie Aud eo e oe ae NIELSEN GABRIEL 


Lopez did not participate in 
the interviewing process. 





Saeteurn had fairly solid ideas, 
but her plain of action did not 
seem complete. She did not ex- 
ude confidence, and lacked the 
experience of her opponent. 


COURTNEY MCCARTNEY 


McCartney is run- 
ning unopposed, 

but did not 

participate in the 
interviewing process. . 





Gabriel's plan for creating a class 
or series of classes to help those. 
get ready for the GREs was in- 
triguing, and could ultimately be 
possible. He has also held vari- 
ous leadership roles in on- and 
off-campus organizations. 
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ORAL EXAM: 


You know that scene from 
“When Harry Met Sally” where 


Meg Ryan faked an orgasm? 
Brittany Bradley takes a look 


at lying in the sack. 


COLUMN: 


STATEMENTS: 
Read the statements from the 
ASI presidential candidates to 
help you make your pick. 


COLUMN: | | 
Planning on taking an epic 


Do you want your name in the paper? 
Send your comics or letters to 


the opinion editor at 
opinion@statehornet.com. 





California almost passed legis- 
lation like the Arizona immi- - 
gration law? What is this mad- 
ness? Read what Kelly Walters 
has to say on the subject. 


road trip this summer? Dante 
Frattini has some advice for 
you — including not killing 
obnoxious passengers. 
Online Friday. 
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The 24-hour event involved 
teams rotating eight members 
who constantly walked a track 
throughout the event's duration. 
Teams set up tents, allowing 
members to sleep when not in 
rotation. A “survivor walk” took 
place before the teams started 
their laps, where participants 
applauded as the cancer survivors 
who attended the event walked 
around the track. 

There were 11 teams that 
participated in event, with Kappa 
Sigma (which was also awarded 
for being the top contributor) 
taking up three of those teams 
due to the large number of 


participants they brought. Some 
of other teams were Athletes 
Against Cancer, Alumnae 
Against Cancer, Balls and Dolls, 
Mary Kay and Chi Delta. 

Due to a school policy against 
overnight events, the relay had 
to be held across the street from 
campus at the Scottish Rite 
Masonic Center. The small grassy 
area outside the temple was 
completely covered with stands 
and tents, including a large sun 
canopy supplied for the disc 


jockey, But the space was a suf- 


ficient fit for the teams, spectators 
and staff. 

“T'm so glad that my broth- 
ers (in Kappa Sigma) are able to 
participate in this,’ said Wesley 





Rosert Lincet State Horner 


Sac State alumna Danielle Ball waves American Cancer 
Society flags as she walks during the Sac State Relay for 


Life on Sunday morning. 


News SEcTION 


Benefit: leams walked laps for 24 hours 


MacDonald, freshman English 
major. “It's important for me, 
because cancer has had an effect 
on my life. My grandfather was 
just diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer, and my other grandfather 
passed away from lung cancer.’ 

The late-night “Luminaria 
Ceremony, held at every Relay 
For Life, is a remembrance for 
those who have lost their lives 
to cancer. White bags filled with 
glow sticks were handed out for a 
small donations. The bags could 
be decorated with the names of 
the departed, and were meant to 
be carried around the track in 
honor of their battle with cancer. 

Jamba Juice also catered at the 
event and promised 20 percent 
of its proceeds would go into the 
fundraising pot. 

Kappa Sigma entertained 
participants with a station for 
“water pong,” a sober version of 
the popular “beer pong” game, in 
which ping pong balls are thrown 
across a long table into plastic 
cups in an attempt to force the 
opposing team to drink. 

By the end of the event, a gross 
total of $6,845 had been achieved 
out of the Colleges Against Can- 
cers goal of $15,000. Teams were 
asked to raise $100 per person 
prior to the event, which is where 
most.of the event's fundraising 
comes from. 

The money raised during the 
event goes to the American Can- 


cer Society, a nonprofit organiza- 
tion that seeks to eliminate can- 
cer through researching possible 
cures, educational campaigns and 
preventive screening services. 

“Even though we didnt reach 
our goal this year, just having 
people out here that aren't part 
of the staff is a success,’ said 
event co-chair Bryan Metcalfe, 
junior journalism major. “A lot 
of the advertising for the event 
just came from word of mouth, 
because Colleges Against Cancer 
is not officially a recognized club 
at Sac State yet.” 

Organizers of this year's 
event have set their goals high 
for future occurrences of the 
Relay For Life at Sac State. Met- 
calfe said-they aspire to match 
a similar turnout of UC Davis, 
which brought in 200 teams and 
$88,940 in its 2011 Relay For Life. 

“Were definitely planning on 
having this be an annual event; 
Metcalfe said, “And there is no 
doubt in my mind that it will 


grow tremendously over time.’ 


Finance: Faculty sleeves could aid fees 


Continued | page A1 


a little ridiculous.” 

Gervase said ASI tried to 
negotiate with the university 
to re-establish the cut Hornet 
Shuttle lines, which the student 
government would accept as 
condition to paying off the RT 
contract; the university rejected 
the idea. 

Nava said the RT contract 
and the Hornet Shuttle are dif- 
ferent. She said the RT contract 


is legally binding, while the 
Hornet Shuttle is a discretion- 
ary expense. 

“We understand that ASI 
would like to see the (shuttle) 
schedule restored, but the 
Hornet Express and the con- 
tract with RT are two separate 
programs that need té operate 
independently from one anoth- 
er, Nava said. “We understand 
that the Hornet Express is a 
well-liked program on campus, 
and that many students rely on 


(IS THAT REALLY TRUE?) 


it each semester to get to and 
from campus.” 

She said the university need- 
ed to cut some lines in order for 
it to stay financially sound. 

“Last year, we recognized that 
the shuttle program’s expendi- 


tures were exceeding its budget,” 


Nava said. “With no expectation 
of increased revenue to operate 
the shuttle, we needed to make 
some changes to the schedule as 
it had-previously been struc- 
tured” 


In an email to Rylan Ger- 
vase, Associate Vice President 
for Business and Administra- 
tive Services Abigail Stone said 
she expects ASI to cover the 
extra costs of the RT contract. 

“The university expects that 
ASI will honor its commit- 
ment to the university and pay 
the additional funds needed to 


cover the student share of the 


payment,’ Stone said. 
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Protest: Students 
mourned during 
candlelight service 


Continued | page A1 


ciation President Kevin 
Wehr said he thought “the 
administration had many 
opportunities to resolve this 
situation without the use of 
the police.” 

Jose Nava, freshman politi- 
cal science and pre-law ma- 
jor, came from Fresno State 
to the organizing meeting 
that day and found Sac State 
to be a motivation. 

“I see it as a inspiration 
to students taking action 
against cuts I pay out of my 
pocket. We're not going to 
take this anymore.’ Nava 
said. “Sac State showed that 
were not scared, were going 
to take action. All the CSUs 
came together and echoed 
the voices of Sac State 
throughout the whole state.” 

The protesters latest event 
was a candlelight vigil for 
higher education on Tuesday 
in the Library Quad. 

The idea was that students 
were mourning the death of 
funding for higher educa- 
tion for the California State 
University system. It was also 

the rebirth of the student 
movement that was stand- 
ing up against rising costs 
and fees to attend college, 
Mooers said. 

Fresno State and Hum- 
boldt State had students 
attend the organizing meet- 
ing. 

Fresno State alumnus 
Hector Cerda organized a 
mock trial on their campus 
for the “Day of Class Ac- 
tion.” 

At the mock trial, stu- 
dents were the jury and 
weighed in on the fugitives 

‘ on trial - which were apa- 


thy, politicians and adminis- 
trative waste. 

“Tt was fun, but a serious 
way of showing the com- 
munity who is responsible,” 
Cerda said. 

Students at Fresno State 
also marched to their ad- 
ministration building and 
occupied the building for 
two hours. The following day 
they met with their president 
after he returned from his 
meeting with the chancellor. 
Cerda said their campus did 
similar occupations last year. 

“I believe the day of ac- 
tion showed CSU campuses 
they can be and can stand 
in solidarity. It’s something 
we need to continue to do 
more often,’ Cerda said. “I’m 
almost positive it has been 
historical statewide and we 
want the CSU to have its own 
allocated funding.” 

Cerda said students are 
continuing to move forward 


_ with their passion — some 


even missing class and skip- 


‘ping homework to put their 


energy into actions against 
the CSU administration. 

A campus community 
forum is in the works to 
educate people about the 
occupation of Sacramento 
Hall and how students can 
contribute to the student 
movement on campus. 

Mildred Garcia Gomez, 


junior social work major, was 


sleeping the night students 
were confronted with police 
in riot gear. 

“Something will happen. 
Next we're going to keep 
fighting and pushing the lim- 
its so they hear our voice that 
we are here,” Gotiiez said. 
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ALUMNUS WANTS SKATING SIMPLICITY 


By ALEX GROTEWOHL 
agrotewohl@statehornet.com 


William Ivy does not believe 
in all the bells and whistles 
of big skateboard shops. As a 
skateboarder for most of his 
life, he respects simplicity in a 
store, and believes his peers do 
not want to have things sold to 
them. He makes sure his own 
shop, Ninel6, is a place where 
honest skaters can get exactly 
what they need and nothing 
else. 

The deliberate barebones 
design is immediately apparent 
right through the front door. 
There is no sign of the grungy, 
cluttered atmosphere one might 
find at a similar place in the 
mall. Instead. of punk or metal 
music blasting from above, 

a single television over the 
counter plays a skate video. This 
background noise never makes 
casual conversation difficult. 


Wikerses a skate shop in the 
mall might also carry snow- 
boards or bikinis, Ivy does not 
have them. He wants his cus- 
tomers to be able to find what 
they want and get back out to 
the skatepark. 

“A lot of those big-box stores 
are kind of like the Wal-Marts 
of skateboarding,’ Ivy said. “If 
you need to ask some questions 
or something you may be deal- 
ing with somebody that does 
not skateboard. If you go into 
Zumiez, for example, you are 
going to see some hot girls. And 
that is tight. I like looking at 
pretty girls, but at the same time 
if I have a question, she cannot | 


answer it.” 


This is also why Ivy said he 
does not carry bikinis or snow- 
boards. Since he is not familiar 
with these things, he feels he 
should not sell them. 

Known as “Billy” to his 
friends and frequent customers, 


Sacramento State graduate Ivy 


has skated off and on since he 


was 8 years old. As a youth, he 
was also a frequent baseball and 
basketball player, but when he 
really fell in love with skating 

as a high school junior, he quit 
those other activities. Now 30, 
he said he still skates at least five 
times a week and tries to make 
it out every day. 

When Ivy graduated from Sac 
State's ethnic studies program 
in 2006, his ambition was to go 
into the Peace Corps in Africa 
or Eastern Europe. He said this 
desire to volunteer his time 
comes from his father, who was 
a B-52 bomber pilot in the U.S. 
Air Force. He died in early 1984 
when his plane crashed during 
a training mission in Arizona. 
Ivy's sister is a nurse in the Air 
Force. His sister was 10 when 
their father died, and he said 
she wanted to join the military 
her entire life. 


After an arduous applica- 
tion and interview process, 


Ivy skipped the Peace Corps 


because no spots were avail- 
able for teachers in his desired 
destinations. 

Throughout his time at Sac 
State and afterward, Ivy worked 
in the skateboard industry 
in various capacities. In the 
summer of 2009, longtime 
friend Bobby Ingle offered Ivy 
a position at the newly-opened 
Ninel6 shop, and he accepted. 

Just months after coming 
onboard at Ninel6, part-owner 
Tom Sorci died after he was 
hit by a car while riding his 
bike to the local Taco Bell, and 
Ingle said he had a decision to 
make. Ultimately, Ingle gave 
30 percent of the ownership in 
the store to Ivy, and Ingle said 
it was a great choice. Now, Ivy 
operates the shop essentially on 
his own, and Ingle said he is the 
“backbone of the store.” 





PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY ASHLEY NEAL StaTE Hornet © 


Alumnus Billy Ivy, who graduated in/2006 with a degrée in ethnic studies, is co-owner of Nine16 skate shop in downtown Sacramento. He spends his days helping customers, 
brainstorming fresh ideas for the shop, and adjusting every rack to make sure the presentation is perfect. He pays attention to every detail —- even down to the spacing of their 
accessories on the shelf shown above. 


It is always clear Ivy respects 
his customers, and they identify 
with him. On a busy but not 
overwhelming Sunday after- 
noon, a teenager comes in to 
have a piece tightened on his 
board. Ivy, who is applying the 
grip tape to a board another 
customer has just purchased, 
directs the kid to just go behind 
the counter and grab the neces- 
sary tool. 

Customer Matt Dunlap came 
into Nine16 because he has 
skated with Ivy for years at the 
Mather Field skate park. He 
said he likes skating because 
of the sense of “brotherhood” 
shared by those involved, and 
he found that same feel at Ivy’s 
store. 

“Tt is just your classic awe- 
some shop, pretty much,’ 
Dunlap said. “This vibe here is 
the same comfort level you get 
when you are skating” 

Dunlap said when he goes 





to other shops, he often feels 
like the employees are trying 

to sell him things he does not 
need, and so he appreciates Ivy’s 
simple take on the business. 

Ivy just wants to sell skate- 
boards. As for bikinis, he said 
he will leave that to people who 
wear them. 

“I am a skateboarder,’ he said. 
“And that is what I know.” 


‘The Ninel6 skate shop 
is located at 3200 Folsom 
Blvd. It is open from 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. daily. 
The shop can be 

reached at 
(916) 400-3910 or 


www.ninel6skateshop.com. 





Students learn skills to help local groups 


By ALEX GROTEWOHL 
agrotewohl@statehornet.com 


Most Sacramento State stu- 
dents would be perfectly happy 
receiving an “A” in a class: No 
other reward necessary — just 
the grade, and call it a semes- 
ter. Junior communication 
studies major Ashleigh Stayton 
has significantly more to show 
for her studies. She and nine 
groupmates raised more than 
$1,600 to fight ovarian cancer 
and inspired a new drink at 
Bisla’s. 

They accomplished this feat 


‘for an assignment in profes- 


sor Nick Trujillo's small group 
communication class. The 
class, filled mainly with com- 
munication studies majors, 
teaches students how to work 
effectively with their peers. 
Trujillo said this is especially 
important for communication 
studies majors since they are 
the ones who will be leading 


_ groups and chairing meetings 


later in their careers, 

The highlight of the class is 
a project where students work 
together to organize a cam- 
paign to benefit any group in 
their community. Trujillo said 
most of the time this involves 
a fundraiser or drive of some 
sort. Stayton’s crew organized a 
karaoke night at Bisla’s Sports 
Bar near Sac State to benefit 
the Ovarian Cancer Research 
Fund. The owners of the bar 
collaborated with the group to 
organize the event, and even 
donated 5 percent of the pro- 
ceeds from the night's alcohol 
sales to the charity. 

Since the ribbon com- 
monly associated with the 
fight against ovarian cancer 
is colored teal, they designed 
a drink called the Teal Rib- 
bon specifically for that night. 
Stayton said it contained rum 
and blue curacao, but was not 
very strong. 

Trujillo does not tell his 


- students they have to raise a 


’ 


specific amount of money, but 
he finds if he allows them to set 
their own goals, they achieve 
more. 7 

“IT encourage them (to) raise 
the bar,’ Trujillo said. “And it 
is amazing when you create an 
environment where people re- 
ally want to take something on, 
and they get to decide, I think 
they raise the bar higher than I 
would if I said “This is what you 
have to do,” 

Indeed, groups are not 
required to raise any money at 
all. One group this semester is 
putting together a basketball 
tournament April 28 in the 
Well, which they claim is ben- 
efiting their fellow students. 

Trujillo explained one of the 
primary goals of this project is 
to get students accustomed to 
dealing with all the little details 
of event planning. Perhaps the 
most er of these facets 


see Students| page B2 
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Class members discuss ways in which to help out the Sacramento Children’s Home 


on April 14. 
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Students trim bushes, aid community 


a 
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By ERIN ROGERS 
erogers@statehornet.com 


Pulling weeds at local parks 
or feeding the homeless are not 
normal free-time tasks for Sac- 
ramento State students. But for 
the Circle K Club, a division of 
the nationally acclaimed global 
volunteer organization Kiwanis 
International, serving the com- 
munity is a regular activity. 

Circle K President Garrett 
Coyne, sophomore civil engi- 
neering major, said Circle K 


operates with three main values: 


service, leadership and fellow- 
ship. 

“We're just students who enjoy 
helping others in the commu- 
nity around us,’ Coyne said. 
“We don't require our members 
to do community service — it is 
something they actually want 
to do.” 

Branching off from Kiwanis, 
Circle K is a group just for col- 
lege students. From the “Key 
Club’ in high school, Coyne 
said Kiwanis created the club to 
bring the different age groups 


Circle K 
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together and help the students continue with 
helping the community at the college 
level. 

“For any part of your life there is a 
piece of the Kiwanis Club that you 
can join to better those around you,’ 
Coyne said. | 

One event Coyne particularly 
enjoys is the William Land Park 
renovation, where the club helps 
clear weeds and trim bushes. 

“We are the only college students 
in the group of volunteers that help 
beautify the park,” Coyne said. 
“Were definitely giving Sac State a 
good name.” | 

Last weekend, club secretary Flora 
Gonvalez, freshman photography 
major, and other members of Circle 
K prepared and served brunch to 
those in need at the St. John’s Shelter 
Program for Women and Children in 
Sacramento. 

Serving alongside the East Sacra- 

mento midtown Kiwanis Club, Gon- 
valez said the groups collaborated to 
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CouRTESY PHOTO 


Circle K members perform garden work at Pioneer House Nursing Facility in 
Sacramento. 


in with their children and get the free meal,” 
Gonvalez said. “You can see just how grate- 
ful the families are — it just brightens my 
day.” . 

Besides those in need, Coyne said the club 
also helps the members from within the or- 
ganization. From public speaking to form- 
ing friendships, he said the club provides © 
students with skills to better themselves. 

“The majority of the friendships I have 
made during college (have been) through 
the club,” Coyne said. “Not to mention the. 
leadership and life skills that I can use later 
in life.” 

The club does have an annual fee of $30, 
but any student looking to better the com- 
munity around them .can join. 

Circle K meets at 5:30 p.m. every Thursday 
in Brighton Hall, Room 202, and those in- 
terested in joining are encouraged to attend. 
For questions or further information, the 
club president can be reached at 
sacstatecirclek@gmail.com. — 

“Everyone has an hour or two of free time 


that they can use to better the community? 


Gonvalez said. “We are a group full of 
— _it t does take 
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“‘As a person, you always want to help...but just 
having a class like (Professor Trujillo’s)...and just 
doing it instead of just thinking about it, it is just 

such a big difference,”’ 
- Mariana Palomares, class member 








students: Classes 
help local charities 
and organizations 


Continued | page B1 


is risk management, particu- 
larly when adult beverages are 
available. At Stayton'’s karaoke 
night, the group handed out 
business cards for a cab com- 
pany which had agreed to offer 
a discount to people coming 
from Bislas. 

“They have certain param- 
eters that they have to work 
with, but that is real life,’ Tru- 
jillo said. “You're going to have 
to learn what the barriers are.” 

Trujillo has taught at Sac 
State since 1990, and claims he 
runs into students he had over 
a decade ago who tell him how 
much this project still helps 
them in their careers. He said 
this is because they are not just 
taking tests and writing papers, 
but gaining real world experi- 
ence they can directly apply in 
other areas. . 

Last semester, junior com- 
munication studies major 
Mariana Palomares helped put 
together an event at Shenani- 
gans, a bar downtown. It was 
initially meant to also be held 
at Bisla’s, but a fire forced them 
to relocate. Trujillo said having 
a “plan B” is an important les- 
son he wants students to learn 
from this class. 

Palomares said there were 
raffles and games like beer 
_pong, and they raised between 


esaleco and.$1;500-for ae 
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Make-A-Wish Foundation and 

for a private fund benefiting 

a friend of a group member 
who was paralyzed in a diving 
accident. 

Trujillo said the two charities 
were originally meant to have 
their own fundraiser, but were 
forced to merge. The group 
benefiting the paralyzed diver 
had wanted to sell lemonade 
on campus to raise money, but 
their idea was turned away by 
the administration because it 
violated the campuss exclusive 
beverage deal with Pepsi Co. 
Trujillo said another skill he 
wants students to take away 
from his class is dealing with 
bureaucracy. 

Palomares said she has 
learned a lot from this class. 

“As a person, you always 
want to help,” she said. “But 
just having a class like that, 
and a group like that, and just 
doing it instead of just thinking 
about it, it is just such a big dif- 
ference, you know?” 


COMS 105 will be avail- 
able for students to take in 
fall 2011. Both of 
Nick Trujillo’s sections are 


on Tuesday and Thursday. 
One is from 3 to 4:15 p.m., 
and the other is from 
4:30 to 5:45 p.m. 
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Updates 
BASEBALL 
vs. AIR FORCE 


APRIL 15 
W 2-1 


vs. AIR FORCE 
APRIL 16 
W 3-2 


vs. AIR FORCE 


APRIL 16 
W 9-6 


vs. FRESNO STATE 
~ APRIL 21 
2:30 P.M. 


vs. FRESNO STATE 
APRIL 22 
2:30 P.M. 


vs. FRESNO STATE 
APRIL 23 
11:30 A.M. 


at ST. MARY’S 
APRIL 25 
3:00 P.M. 





ROWING 


vs. UC DAVIS 
LAKE NATOMA 
APRIL23 
8:30 A.M. 





MEN’S TENNIS 


: @BIGSKY | 


TOURNAMENT 
APRIL 23-24 
TBA 





WOMEN’S TENNIS 


at OREGON 


APRIL 17 
W 5-2 


at BIG SKY 
TOURNAMENT 
APRIL 23-24 
TBA 





SOFTBALL 


vs. SAINT MARY’S 
APRIL 16 


W 5-2 


vs. SAINT MARY'S 
APRIL 16 
W 8-0 


vs. LOYOLA 
MARMOUNT 
APRIL 22 
12 P.M. 


vs. LOYOLA . 
MARMOUNT 
APRIL 23 
12 P.M. 





TRACK AND FIELD 


vs. BRUTUS HAMILTON 
BERKELEY 
APRIL 22-23 
TBA 








‘her family went to the snow 


CSUS loses Causeway competition 


By AJ TAYLOR 
ataylor@statehornet.com 


Sacramento State track and field won 
each of the five-point Causeway Cup 


meets against UC Davis on April 2, but 


it was the Aggies who took the trophy 
back to Davis this year. 

Of the 18 NCAA teams that compete 
in the name of each school, three con- 
trol 10 Causeway Cup points. Football, 
men’s and women’s basketball control 
three-tenths of all Causeway Cup points 
and UC Davis was victorious in all 


three. 

But it was before any of these teams 
met when the Aggies went on what 
would turn out to be a 32.5 point run. 
It all started Sept. 26 when the women’s 
golf team gave up 2.5 points to the Ag- 
gies when the Hornets and Aggies met 
for a three-day golf tournament. 

After day one, Sac State was 17th in 
the tournament; Davis was first. The 
Aggies would eventually lose some 


ground and finish fourth, but not nearly 


enough to allow for the Hornets, who 
remained in 17th place, to catch up. 


At that point the Hornets lost the tie 
for the Cup, the Aggies took the lead 
17.5-15. But the Causeway Classic was 
up next and football was ready to win 
its third straight classic. 

Head coach Marshall Sperbeck is 2-2 
when fighting for the 10 cup points his 
team controls. But it would turn out 
that, among other games, a 17-16 loss 
would be what did the Hornets in for 
the race for the Cup. 

In 2010, Jeff Fleming hooked up for 
23 touchdowns and handed the ball off 


for touchdowns 12 times to his running 


back, homegrown talent Bryan Hilliard. 
Hilliard struggled through the 2010 
season with an ankle injury that would 
eventually take him out of the classic. 
Fleming was left without his right- 

hand man. The Hornets led early but 
gave up a 13-point lead in the second 
half. The Aggies eventually won their 
40th Classic in 58 years. 

“Tl be honest with you: I don't really 
think about the Causeway Cup, I think 
about the Causeway Classic,’ Sperbeck 


see Cup| page B5 





TRACK AND FIELD FLIES HIGH 





STEVEN TURNER STATE HORNET 


Senior Greg Mayo finished fifth place in the long jump final on the first day of Sacramento State’s Mondo Mid-Major Challenge with 22-foot, 10-inch jump. 


By STACEY ADAMS 
sadams@statehornet.com 


Sacramento State Track and 
Field hopes that the outdoor sea- 
son will bring the opportunity for 
greater marks and performances. 

As the season shifted from 
indoor to outdoor, the track and 
field team found the move to be 
painless. 


“The transition from the in- 
door to outdoor season was easy, 
said head coach Kathleen Raske. 
“Because the indoor season was 
short and we train outdoors all 
year long.’ 

The outdoor season has some 


events are the 4x100 meter relay, 
100 meter relay, 100/110 meter 
hurdles, 3,000 meter Steeple- 
chase, 1,500 meter relay, 10,000 
meter relay, 400-meter relay, the 
javelin, the discus, and the ham- 
mer throw, said assistant coach 


“Our first goal for the outdoor 
season is to repeat as Big Sky 
champions on the womens side 
to make it a four-peat because no 
one in the history of the Big Sky 
Conference has ever done that,’ 
Raske said. “On the mens side, 


title for the Big Sky Conference 
championship here at home. 

The second goal has to do with 
the NCAA championships. 

“Our second goal is to advance 
as many athletes as we can onto 
as many NCAA championships 
as possible,’ Raske said. “Beyond 
that, we want to advance as many 


of the same events, along with a Scott Abbott. we have never won an outdoor 
few added events that are not in Raske said the team has two title so we are vying after that. 
the indoor season. Some of the goals this season. We are hoping for a double-team 


see Big Sky| page B5 





¢ By JOE FLEMING 
jfleming@statehornet.com 


When it came time for 
junior Monica Koppit to pick 
a college she did not choose 
Sacramento State for the same 
reasons most prospective 
students would. It was not the 
student life or the curriculum 
for her major — it was to be 
closer to the snow. 

Sac State’s proximity to 
Northstar, Boreal and Heavenly 
ski resorts is what attracted 
Koppit to Sac State because it 
allows her to snowboard up to 
five times a week. Koppit, who 
is majoring in nursing, said she 
grew up in Rohnert Park, just 
north of San Francisco, and 


around five times a year. But 
for her, that was never enough. 
“My mom was a skier grow- 
ing up, so we would daytrip 
from the Bay Area about five 
or six times a year, Koppit 
said. “I didn't start riding with 





Courtesy oF Monica Koppir 


- Junior Monica Koppit took sixth in individual slopestyle. 


Sacramento.” 


a season pass until I moved to 


Koppit is a member of Sac 
State’s Snow Club and is a cap- 
tain on the Ski and Snowboard 


see Slopes| page B6 


Sac State snowboarder 
takes third in Nationals 


simple as that. 





By CASSIE KOLIAS 
ckolias@statehornet.com 


Journalists should never 
cheer in the press box. 
It's really as plain and 


Sports journalists may 
especially have the tendency 
to inherit an attachment to 


DOUBLE COVERAGE 


Press box 1s a 
no-cheering zone 


doesn't mean they should 
cross the line of profession- 
alism in the press box. 
There is a time and place 
for everything. While on 
the beat covering a story is 
definitely not the place, and 
during the game is not the 
time. 
No matter how big the 
accomplishment of the team 
or athlete, the cheering should 
wait until the writer is off 
duty. They should first file the 
story before ever consider- 
ing clapping their hands or 
cheering. 
A month ago there were ar- 


see Sports| page Bo 


the team they cover, but that 
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‘Sacramento State football welcomes three new coaches 


By ANTHONY HONRADE 
ahonrade@statehornet.com 


Sacramento State brought 
in three new coaches in the 
offseason to prepare the team 
for the series of practices and 
scrimmages they will be hold- 
ing throughout their spring 
schedule. 

The new coaches are Andy 
Avalos for the linebackers, 
Jordan Gigli for the defensive 
line, and Bush Hamdan for the 
tight ends. 

In his first year as linebacker 
coach for the Hornets, Avalos 
has noticed what sets Sac State 
apart is the team's cohesiveness 
as a unit. 

“T really like it here and I 
think the team chemistry we 
have here is unbelievable,” 
Avalos said. “It’s not too often 
you get to come to a place 
where the team chemistry is so 
good.” 

The new coaches on the staff 
this season have begun to get 
accustomed with each other so 
as to help the team in moving 
forward this season. 

“T really enjoy working with 
the coaches,” Avalos said. “It's a 
young coaching staff with guys 
that work hard and work well 
together, and so I’m excited 
about that.’ 

Though Sac State may be 
comprised of some young 
coaches, first-year tight end 
coach Bush Hamdan is excited 
to see what the team can ac- 
complish. 

“I'm extremely excited to be 
here and extremely grateful 
that coach Sperbeck gave me to 
opportunity to be here,’ Ham- 
dan said. “I’m excited about the 
type of team that we can have, 
and I’m just doing whatever I 
can to get the team a little bit 





Puortos By STEVEN TURNER STATE HORNET 


Top: Linebacker coach Andy Avalos, a California native, played four years of football 
at Boise State where he finished his career with a total of 365 tackles earning him a 
place in the BSU record books. Left: Defensive line coach Jordan Gigli started his 
coaching career at Trine University in 2003. Right: Tight ends coach Bush Hamdan 
played four years of football at Boise State, where he majored in communications. 


better.” 

Before coming to Sac State, 
Avalos was the defensive 
graduate assistant at Colorado 
for three seasons. He then be- 
came the defensive line coach 
for Nebraska Kearney where he 
coached for two seasons. 

Hamdan was member of the 
coaching staff at the University 


of Colorado and the University © 


of Maryland before coming to 
Sac State. 

In 2010, Hamdan was an 
offensive assistant where he as- 
sisted with coaching the quar- 
terbacks and wide receivers. 

Hamdan and Avalos share 
something in common - they 
both played on the same team 
during their collegiate playing 
days at Boise State. 

Hamdan was the backup 
quarterback from 2005 to 2008 
and Avalos was an outside line- 
backer from 2001 to 2004. 

Avalos plans to contribute 
to the team by sharing some of 
the techniques he learned dur- 
ing his time at Boise State with 
the linebacker corps he now 
mentors. 

Avalos was named All-West- 
ern Athletic Conference honors 
as an outside linebacker in his 
final two seasons. 

He is also ranked fourth in 
Boise State history with 365 
total tackles and led the team 
in tackles during his final three 
seasons. 

In his college playing days, 
Hamdan has showed he is ca- 
pable of coaching after he rec- 
ommended the team execute 
the “Statue of Liberty” play in 
the’2007 Fiesta Bowl. 

“It was just something I 
threw out there and the coach 
went with it,’ Hamdan said. 

Boise State received national 
attention after the trick play 


worked to perfection and al- 
lowed the Broncos to score the 
winning touchdown against the 
Oklahoma Sooners. 

In their short time at Sac 
State, both Avalos and Hamdan 
have already earned the respect 
of their players. 

Linebacker Jeff Badger is 
welcoming his new mentor 
with open arms in hopes of 
learning some methods used 
during Avalos’ playing days. 

“T like him a lot,” Badger 
said. “Him coming from a big- 
time school like Boise State, 
he has a lot of techniques that 
he’s used that he can teach so 
that we can put it into our own 
game.” 

Tight end Reese Heaslet is 
thrilled to have Hamdan as a 
coach and is excited to play for 
him when the fall season starts. 

“I can't say enough about 
him,’ Heaslet said. “He's been 
here for about a month and a 
half maybe two months, and I 
already love him.” | 

Heaslet said Hamdanss ap- 
proach when he is coaching is a 
characteristic that he looks for 
and admires in a coach. 

“He's just a coach that, as 
a player, you just hope you 
get a coach like him and that 
you love to play for” Heaslet 
said. “In the meeting rooms 
it’s down to business but you 
know he really cares about you, 
cares about you as a person and 
it doesn't get any better than 
that.” 
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ON SECOND THOUGHT 





By DAVE MASON 
dmason@statehornet.com 


What makes an athlete “hot”? 

1. The media and fans only use 
your first name. 

Examples: Shaq. Peyton. LeB- 
ron. Danica. Kevin. 

OK, maybe not the last one. 
But I hope one day every person 
in America knows Kevin Love 
for who he is — the second great- 
est Timberwolf ever. Sorry, La- 
trell Sprewell. 

2. You dont turn down en- 
dorsements. 


weet - 


Peyton Manning endorses 
everything from televisions to 
Oreo cookies. The guy doesn't 
have a personality, yet he makes 
nearly $15 million a year from 
endorsements. That's a super- 
Star. 

3. You pass the “Mom Test.’ 
This is a huge factor, and the 
requirement thats hardest to 
fulfill. If an athlete is truly hot, 
your mother should be able to 
recognize them on television. 

Very few athletes have reached 
this level of hotness unless they 
were featured on “Dancing with 
the Stars.” Michael Jordan pass- 
es this test, and right now Brian 
Wilson could pass this test. 

Is Wilson on MJ’s level? Ab- 
solutely not, but the trademark 
beard, odd personality and 
World Series ring help him pass 
the “Mom Test.’ 

The rest of the hottest athlete 
requirements will be in Chapter 
11 of my 2045 best-selling book. 
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WHO DO YOU THINK IS THE HOTTEST ATHLETE? 





By CASSIE KOLIAS 
ckolias@statehornet.com 


For the hottest athlete I know 
that I could go the easy route 
and pick one who everyone in 
the country thinks is hot. The 
Tom Bradys and the Alex Ro- 
driguezs of the world. The Brian 
Wilsons or the Buster Poseys (I 
had to include them for all the 
bandwagoners out there). But 
I'm not going to. 

Unless you are an As fan, or an 
extremely well-rounded MLB 
fan, you may have never heard 
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of Ryan Sweeney. 3 

Sweeney is a 26-year-old out- 
fielder who might literally be 
the most attractive person who 
I have ever seen. 

I’m a fan of tall men. Sweeney 
is 6-foot-5. 

I’m a fan of deep voices. Swee- 
ney has this deep, almost smoky 
voice that I could listen to him 
read the dollar menu at McDon- 
ald’s and think it's the sexiest 
thing I have ever heard. 

I'm a fan of birthday presents. 
Sweeney was the hottest and 
best present that the As could 
have given me. Three years ago, 
Sweeney was traded to Oakland 
on Jan. 3 (which is my birthday 
— mark that on your calendars.) 

Overall, Sweeney is the perfect 
man. He’s tall, filled out, with 
light brown eyes the color of 
milk chocolate. 

Id choose Ryan Sweeney over 
just about any man in Holly- 
wood. 
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By AJ TAYLOR 
ataylor@statehornet.com 


Mysterious, intelligent, toned 
and tan — Allison Stokke is near- 
ly perfect. A pole vaulter from 
UC Berkeley, Stokke’s popular- 
ity exploded when some smok- 
ing hot pictures of her showed 
up online. : 

She makes an appearance in 
just about every “Hottest Female 
Athletes” list, most of the time 
she is ranked above all others. 
And for good reason, Stokke is 
every college guy's dream. 


% 
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On Second Thought: Hottest Athletes e— 


She holds five national pole 
vaulting records. I would rather 
go to dinner and a movie with 
Stokke than with any of the oth- 
er overly sexual female athlete 
choices. When looking for the 
finest female athlete I became 
bogged down in Maxim Maga- 
zine photoshoots of Danica Pat- 
rick and Anna Kournikova. 

Even a professionally pho- 
toshopped, cropped and_air- 
brushed photo of Kournikova 
cannot compare with the un- 
adulterated form of a true wom- 
an like Stokke. 

This works out perfectly for 
me. My summers are spent in 
the Bay Area, which means that 
only a short BART ride sepa- 


rates me from Stokke. 
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Cup: UC Davis wins by dominating in three major sports 
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said. “That’s the only thing I _ 
concern myself with. The rest of 
the teams they probably feel the 
same way, all they can do is win 
their game. It’s like being on a 
team, you ve got to take care 

of your job and the rest of the 
team takes care of theirs. 

The mens soccer team was 
able to win its Causeway game 
for the Hornets for the first 
time since 2005. 

The Hornets had just come 
back from an East Coast tour 
where they lost two games 


against North Carolina State 
and 11th-ranked Duke. The 
Hornets won the Causeway 
game 2-1, but head coach Mi- 
chael Linenberger saw the game 
as an important stepping stone. 

“We got on a nice little roll 
after that, Linenberger said. “It 
was a very important result for 
us and the season.” 

The men were 12 afterward 
with their only win at home. It 
was a team goal to remain un- 
defeated at home and the men 
pulled it off, even beating UC 
Irvine at their home. The men 


went on to earn a NCAA Tour- 
nament berth. They defeated 
Santa Clara University, but the 
team’s season came to an end 
in the second round against 
UCLA. 

They were the first Hornet 
team to sting the Aggies in 
2010. 

“We hadn't beaten Davis in a 
couple years, so we emphasized 
to our guys all week long that 
that particular game had a lot 
of meaning to us,’ Linenberger 
said. “Not only did we win, we 
won in dominating fashion. 


Even though the score didn't 
show it, it was one-way traffic 
almost the entire game.” 

The Cup’s final destination 
of 2010 was sealed Feb. 23 on 
Davis’ softball diamond. The 
Aggies won a one-run game on 
two unearned runs. After that, 
the Hornet women dropped 
to 1-6 on the year. The softball 
team fell to UC Davis in every 


game this season. 


The Hornet baseball team 
won the season series, winning 
three of four against UC Davis. 
Baseball's one loss excluded, 


the only spring sports to fall - 
to the Aggies were softball and 
womens golf. 

Men’s and womens tennis 
handled the Aggies quickly. 
The men took the match 6-1; 
the women 6-0. Track and field 
dealt with the Aggies at UC 
Davis and the women won by 
a seven-point margin, with the 
men by a 15-point margin. 

Gymnastics had a home meet 
against the Aggies, and pulled 
off a .901 point victory. 

In the end it was UC Davis 
that edged out Sac State by 6.25 


points. This is the third lowest 
margin of victory in the Cup's 
history. 

“Our first goal is always to 
win our conference, but equally 
important is the goal of beat- 
ing Davis in all of the events we 
compete against them,” said Sac 
State Athletics Director Terry 
Wanless. “It’s healthy, it's posi- 
tive; it’s not a hate mentality. It's 
a competitive mentality. I think 
that as our sports programs 
continue to grow you will see 
the student and the campus en- 
gagement take on a new level.” 





Big Sky: Women’s team looks for a four-peat championship 
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on to the finals, produce All- 
Americans, and score points at 
the National level. These goals 
have been set for quite some time 


Disrey.com/Prom 
“Like” us on Facebook: facebook.com/DisneyPram * 


so they know exactly what they 
are going after.” 

Abbott agrees with Raske that 
these two goals are the main 
focus of the team. 

“We definitely hope and expect 


to win conference titles on both 
the men’s and womens side, 
especially considering that we are 
hosting the outdoor conference 
championships,’ Abbott said. 
“We have won three indoor titles 
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on the men’ side in the last five 
years, but we have yet to win an 
outdoor title for the men, so that 
is definitely a focus for us. Our 


women have been the dominant — 


program in the conference for 
both indoor and outdoor for the 
past three years, and we expect 
that to continue this season.” 

By accomplishing these goals, 
the team hopes to have a success- 
ful season. Abbott said with this 
year’s team they will be able to 
accomplish their goals. 

“We are trying to solidify our- 
selves as the powerhouse pro- 
gram in the Big Sky Conference,’ 


Abbott said. “And to continue 


to gain notoriety and respect on 
the Regional and National level. 
This can be a banner year for Sac- 
ramento State Track and Field, 

as we are fielding probably our 
strongest team in our programs 
history, so we want to take full 
advantage of the opportunities 
that are available’ 

Raske said the team has not 
changed its strategy or training 
for the outdoor season. 

The athletes who are going to 
push the team are All-American 
800-meter runner Lea Wallace, 
all-American long jumper Ron- 
ald Brookins and conference 
leader Emilio Hernandez. Raske 
said Brookins and Hernandez are 
valuable to the men’s team be- 








Championships. 


cause Brookins is the best hurdler 
in the conference and is a Big Sky 
champion in the 100-meter relay, 
and Hernandez leads the confer- 
ence in all three jumps (the triple 
jump, the long jump and the high 
jump). Abbott said they have 
more athletes than ever primed 
to compete at the national level. 

“Usually the spring semester 
is a little more stressful 
between the business of 
the academic year end- 
ing and people trying 
to make plans for the 
summer, Raske said. 
“There is a lot going on, 
at the same time were 
trying to keep (the ath- 
letes) focused as well as 
get them to take care of 
their business and all the 
externals so that they can 
just focus when it comes 
time for championship 
season.’ 

Because the season is 
longer, the team feels 
they can use that to 
their advantage for more 
progression, Abbott said. 
The athletes see it as a 
chance to be more com- 
petitive and score more 
points at the Conference 


“The outdooriseason 
is much longer and it 





typically produces greater marks 
and performances because your 
training has progressed over the 
course of the year; Abbott said. 
“The outdoor season has more 
events and more of the team is 
involved. The indoor season was 


a nice warmup, but the outdoor 


season is the real deal.” 





PuHortos BY STEVEN TURNER STATE HORNET 


Junior Natalia Wright finished third 
in the women’s long;jump with a 
jump of 19 feet, 6 inches. 
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Slopes: Injuries happen often 
for junior snow team captain 


Continued | page B3 


Team. Being involved in the 
club and team allows her to go 
to the snow more regularly. 

“She's a good teammate. She 
would provide instruction for 
people who needed help on 
technicalities like jumping,’ said 
tearn president Makaila Bird. 
“Me and her are close friends, 
and she keeps pushing you to 
do stuff that you wouldn't do 
without her there.” 

The snow team and Koppit 
went the United States Col- 
legiate Ski and Snowboard 
Nationals in Idaho in March. 
Out of 50 schools, the women, . 


including Koppit, finished third . 


in slopestyle. Individually, she 
finished sixth in slopestyle and 
seventh in the half pipe events. 

The goal of slopestyle skiing, 
or snowboarding, is to complete 
highly technical tricks while 
gaining as much altitude as 
possible. Slopestyle, Koppit's 
favorite type of competition, is 
very popular in the Winter X 
Games, but has yet to become 
an Olympic sport. 

Koppit’s ambitious mentality 
when snowboarding has led her 
straight to the doctor's office at 
times. 

Last year Koppit needed 
surgery after she tore an ACL 
in her knee. Koppit said she 
was in the Burton Amateur 
Series competition at Northstar 
at Tahoe ski resort when she 


“cased” a jump, meaning she 
hit the knuckle where the slope 
goes from flat to downhill. 

The impact was hard enough 
to completely sever the ACL 
tendon in her knee. 

“When I went off the jump I 
didn't have enough speed, so I 
came up short of the landing. I 
hit the knuckle (of the landing) 
and my knee just exploded,” 
Koppit said. “I tumbled down 
the landing and as soon as | 
stood up my knee just col- 
lapsed” 

She also injured her shoulder 
during a snowboarding incident 
back in her junior year of high 
school, and she received sur- 
gery for it in May 2010. Koppit 
knows the dangers that come 
with her sport. After enduring 
several concussions from hard 
landings without a helmet, Kop- 
pit wears one at all times. 

The bumps, breaks and 
bruises that Koppit experienced 
worries her mom, Sue Koppit. 

“T get the phone call from my 
mom everyday, ‘Hi Monica, it’s 
Mom, just wanted to make sure 
youre in one piece, ee 
Koppit said. 

Even though her parents are 
apprehensive about her snow- 
boarding, they are very proud 
of the job she is doing in school 
and support her passion. 

“It’s very scary for us,’ Sue 
Koppit said. “Every time she 
goes I call her hoping she 
makes it down the hill without 
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another injury.’ 

Growing up, Monica Koppit 
participated in several other 
sports as well. She competed 
in gymnastics, played soccer 
and was on a fast-pitch softball 
team. Her mother said she 
was accepted to other colleges 
like San Diego State and Long 
Beach State, but because those 
schools are not close to the 
snow, Monica Koppit chose to 
be a Hornet. 

“Snowboarding is her life 
right now, Sue Koppit said. 
“Growing up, she was always a 
big skier and then she went into 
(snowboarding).” 

Monica Koppit said she is 
concerned about the injuries 
and punishment her body takes 


‘from riding, but in the end it is 


all worth it for the experience. 

“Tt’s kind of a scary thing to 
think about when I’m older.be- 
cause I’ve been putting my body 
through hell, but it's because I 
love the sport so much,’ Monica 
Koppit said. “As I'm doing the 
run I just notice I have a fat 
smile on my face. Especially 
when it’s fresh powder and I’m 
slashing through the snow. It's 
all worth it? 
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Sports: Journalists should 
not act like fans at games 
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ticles surfacing about the writ- 
ers covering the Daytona 500, 
and about how the journalists 
not only cheered in the press 
box, but they also applauded 
when the race winner, Trevor 
Bayne, made a joke. 

What are you, a groupie? No. 

The journalists have a job 
to do, and it means that you 
must put any fandom aside for 
the time that you are writing 
a story. 

For a journalist, cheering in 
the press box could potentially 
cost his or her job. 

It's like an unwritten rule 
that you just follow as a sports 
journalist. A news reporter 
wouldnt cheer at a press con- 
ference, and the same should 
stand for sports reporters. Just 
because it’s a game doesnt 
mean that it gives sports 
reporters a right to turn into a 
gigsling, clapping fan. 

It's completely fine to want 
the team you are covering to 
win. But express it silently. In 
your own head. 

Not cheering goes along 
with the no-autographs rule. 
It would be unprofessional 
to ask any players for their 
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Cheering in the press box could get sports reporters 


fired. 


autograph while working, so 
what makes it fine to cheer? 
Nothing. 

There is no excuse. Even if 
you are a blogger for a fan- 
site for the team, when you 
are in the press box it is all 
business. As a credentialed 
member of the media, you 
forego your right to cheer. If 
you can't abide by this rule, 
buy a ticket and garlic fries 
and sit in the stands where 
the fans belong. 

Thomas Bowles, the jour- 
nalist who cheered during 
the Daytona 500, was fired. 
If you can't keep your cheer- 
ing to a mild roar inside 
your head, then get out of 
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